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Page 15 Comparing Grey, Grey-Green, *Parcel-Based Retrofits (Nature Based Solution) Better in every way.
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LA needs a pool of trained urban acupuncture practitioners.

In cases where residents have little time to design, construct, and
maintain these strategies and can afford assistance, the ability to call
on trained workers could further support the ongoing functionality of
these retrofits. Such help can also be invaluable for those with less
physical strength or technical skill.

At present, there are very few companies that have the training
or experience required to offer these services, and even

fewer that can provide a prospective client with any kind of
certification of competency.
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Foster career paths in nature-based climate adaptation
Investments in distributed nature-based infrastructure will provide
local water security and urban environmental resilience.

Recent studies by the Los Angeles Economic Roundtable (2011)
and the Pacific Institute (2013) suggest that they can also spur
substantial economic development and lead to new green
jobs, a key target in LA's Sustainability pLAn (2015).
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THE HOMES RETROFITTED BY WATER LA:

W Reduced water use by an average 25%

I In a year with average rainfall, they capture and treat an
estimated 1.2 million gallons of water.

M Provide 18,175 square feet of native plants and
trees for habitat, shade, air quality enhancements,
carbon sequestration, and aesthetic benefits

M Cost an average $5,200 per household
in labor and materials
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“Green infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, and other
elements and practices to restore some of the natural
processes required to manage water and create healthier
urban environments. At the city or county scale, green
infrastructure is a patchwork of natural areas that provides
habitat, flood protection, cleaner air, and cleaner water. At the
neighborhood or site scale, stormwater management systems
that mimic nature soak up and store water.” (EPA 2016)
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WATER LA PILOT RETROFIT COLLABORATION

LED BY: The River Project

PARTNERS: Surfrider Foundation, Theodore Payne
Foundation, North East Trees, Greywater Corps,
Hey! Tanks LA, La Loma Development,

Seed Library of Los Angeles

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Staff from

City of LA Water and Power (LADWP), Sanitation, Planning,
Street Services, and Building & Safety; and Brad Lancaster/
Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands & Beyond

FUNDED BY: Prop 84 (State Water Board grant from the
California Coastal Conservancy, IRWM grant from the
California Department of Water Resources), the Regional
Water Quality Control Board, and LADWP
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Site assessments determined the volume and flow of stormwater and resusable greywater.
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Given the small-scale, relatively low-tech nature of the projects,
it is likely that a substantive rollout of the program could be
carried out more cost-effectively than could a more-engineered
regional-scale green streets program.
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